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COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA 
Department for the Aging 
Jay W. DeBoer, J.D., Commissioner 

MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  AAA Directors 
  
FROM:  Bill Peterson 
 
DATE:  November 30, 2004 
 
SUBJECT:  Virginia Will Host a White House Conference on Aging   
  Pre-Session in April of 2005 
 
 
 VDA is working with the College of William & Mary and AARP to plan a pre-
session to the 2005 White House Conference on Aging (WHCoA) on Thursday, April 14, 
2005.  The session will follow the WHCoA rules for a sanctioned event and will be a 
“solutions session.”  The session will be held at the college and will include both panel 
discussions and opportunities for feedback from participants.  The session will be open 
to the public, will be free of charge, and will include a focus on intergenerational 
solutions.  More details will be available as we move closer to the date.   
 
 Note that the dates for the WHCoA are October 23-26, 2005.  For more details 
on the conference go to www.whcoa.gov.  A tentative topics agenda for the conference 
is now available and Virginia’s “solutions session” will attempt to address several of 
these topics. 
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COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA 
Department for the Aging 
Jay W. DeBoer, J.D., Commissioner 

MEMORANDUM 
 
TO: Executive Directors 
 Area Agencies on Aging 
 
FROM: Ellen Nau, Human Services Program Coordinator 
 
DATE: November 30, 2004 
 
SUBJECT: National Family Caregiver Support Program 
 
Virginia Caregiver Grant Program 
Gale Davis, Senior Connections – The Capital Area Agency on Aging, has forwarded 
the following information: 

The Department of Social Services Caregiver Grant Program provides annual grants of 
up to $500 to caregivers who provide unreimbursed care to a needy relative.  Grants 
are awarded for care provided for at least six months of the previous calendar year.  
Checks are issued on or before December 31 of the year in which applications are 
received, pending funding by the General Assembly.  By Code, there is no appeal 
process.  Decisions by the Virginia Department of Social Services (VDSS) regarding 
this grant are final. 

General Requirements:   

1. Both the caregiver and the relative receiving care must be related by blood, 
marriage, or adoption. 

2. Both the caregiver and the relative receiving care must reside in the 
Commonwealth of Virginia. 

3. A licensed physician must certify that the criteria for assistance are met. 

4. Applications must contain an original signature from the caregiver and the 
physician who provides certification.  Faxes and/or electronic signatures cannot 
be accepted. 
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Requirements of caregiver – the caregiver must: 

1. Provide unreimbursed (unpaid) care for a relative who has a mental or physical 
impairment; 

2. Have an annual Virginia adjusted gross income of not more than $50,000; 

3. Provide care to the relative for at least six months of the previous calendar year. 

    Note: relevant documentation may be requested to verify eligibility. 

Requirements of relative: 

1.  The relative must require assistance with two or more activities of daily living 
(ADLs) which include: eating, dressing, bathing, toileting, transferring, bowel 
incontinence and bladder incontinence. 

2. Require assistance for at least six months of the calendar year 

3. Not be receiving Medicaid reimbursed long-term care services, except on a 
periodic or temporary basis. 

Filing deadlines:  Pursuant to the Code of Virginia, VDSS will only accept applications 
between February 1 and May 1 of each year.  Applications postmarked prior to 
February 1 or after May 1 will be disqualified. 

 

Applications, information, and assistance will be available after January 1, 2005, 
at local departments of social services, local departments of health, local 
community services boards, on SeniorNavigator.com, and at local area agencies on 
aging (AAA's). Applications can also be acquired by calling 1-877-648-2817 after 
January 1, 2005. This is a 24-hour toll-free number.  

 

 
 
 



COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA 
Department for the Aging 
Jay W. DeBoer, J.D., Commissioner 

MEMORANDUM 
 
TO: Executive Directors 
 Area Agencies on Aging 
 
FROM: Tim M. Catherman 
 Deputy Commissioner, Support Services 
 
DATE: November 30, 2004 
 
SUBJECT: Bay Aging Receives HUD Grant   
 
Congratulations to Bay Aging and their partnership with Peninsula Agency on Aging to 
provide services to the elderly in James City County.  Bay Aging received a grant from 
the Department of Housing and Urban Development and Peninsula AA will provide the 
meals.  Attached is the newspaper article. 
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COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA 
Department for the Aging 
Jay W. DeBoer, J.D., Commissioner 

MEMORANDUM 
 
TO: Executive Directors 
 Area Agencies on Aging 
 
FROM: Ellen Nau, Human Services Program Coordinator 
 
DATE: November 30, 2004 
 
SUBJECT: Holiday Season Activities – Area Agencies on Aging 
 
PSA 8D Loudoun County Area Agency on Aging 
 
Two senior centers are holding Christmas Eve programs on December 24 
when county facilities are otherwise closed and staff would otherwise 
have the day off.  Staff of the Adult Day Center will host one free 
night of care so that families can do shopping.  AAA staff is 
volunteering as a group at the County's Holiday Store for people 
qualified by income to be eligible for this program (activity is led by 
Dept. of Social Services).  Contact:  Anne Edwards, Executive Director of Loudoun 
County Area Agency on Aging  (703) 777-0257 
 
PSA 8C Fairfax County Area Agency on Aging 
 
Kim Karlinchak reports that Fairfax AAA usually has a poinsettia fundraiser, selling 
poinsettias to county employees to raise money to help PSA 8 C clients throughout the 
year. Unfortunately, the agency’s grower lost his green house to a tornado this past 
summer so.... no pretty poinsettias this year.  Fairfax AAA hopes to have the project 
next year!  
 
 
PSA 10 Jefferson Area Board on Aging 
JABA’s “Be a Santa to a Senior” will positively impact the community by providing 
holiday cheer and gift giving to those senior adults who are least likely to receive a gift 
during the holiday season.  Home Instead Senior Care, a companion care agency in  
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Charlottesville, developed a partnership committee consisting of community leaders and 
non-profit organizations such as JABA, United Way, Social Services and Salvation 
Army to work with two local merchants to place a Christmas tree inside their stores.  
The first name of a senior and their gift preference will be written on a tree ornament 
and placed on the Christmas tree.  Merchant customers will pull an ornament from the 
tree and purchase a gift.  The gift and corresponding ornament will remain in the store 
and be collected by volunteers who will assist with wrapping and delivery of the gift 
before Christmas.  Contact:  Joyce Gentry, JABA I & A Specialist at 434-817-5222. 

  
 



COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA 
Department for the Aging 
Jay W. DeBoer, J.D., Commissioner 

MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  AAA Directors 
  
FROM:  Bill Peterson 
 
DATE:  November 30, 2004 
 
SUBJECT:  The New Rx Partnership Initiative Will Help Some Older   
  Virginians 
 
 
The Virginia Health Care Foundation has announced the implementation of a new 
initiative called the Rx Partnership that will provide free prescription drugs to low-income 
uninsured Virginians.  The Rx Partnership encourages drug companies to provide drugs 
at no cost to Virginia’s free clinics and community health centers.  These clinics and 
centers, in turn, will prescribe them for free to eligible persons.  I have attached some 
additional information. 
 
Be aware that only certain clinics and health centers are eligible to participate in the 
program and that the Rx Partnership is still working to certify eligible clinics around the 
Commonwealth.  A map is included in the attachment that shows the location of all 
potentially eligible clinics.  Also, at this time only GlxoSmithKline is participating but it is 
expected that other drug companies will join the program in the near future. 
 
Finally, eligibility is an issue.  Free clinics and centers appear to set their own eligibility 
criteria.  The Rx Partnership, however, has additional eligibility criteria: income must be 
no greater than 200% of poverty and persons may not have any health insurance that 
would help them with the purchase of prescription medications.   
 
 
Attachment  
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